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Historic Functions

Cat: _DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling
__COMMERCE _Business, Professional,
financial institutions,
stores
_SOCIAL _Clubhouse, Meeting Hall
_GOVERNMENT _City Hall, Jail, Fire House
Current Functions
Cat: _DOMESTIC Sub: _Single Dwelling/Hotel
_ COMMERCE Business, professional, Finan-
cial institutions, Stores
_SOCIAL _Clubhouse, Meeting Hall
_GOVERNMENT _Other Government offices

Architectural Classification

_Spanish Colonial
_Others: Neoclassical and Victorian Modes, Spanish Revival,

Vernacular, Art Deco, Spanish Colonial Revival

Materials
foundation _MASONRY/CONCRETE/WOOD
roof _CORRUGATED METAL/CONCRETE/RED TILE
walls MASONRY/WOOD/CONCRETE

other

Narrative Description

Applicable National Register Criteria

X A Property is associated with events that have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant
in our past.

X c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
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D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.
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Period of Significance _1830-1940

Significant Dates 1830-1920
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1606-1940

Significant Person _N/A

Cultural Affiliation _N/A

Architect/Builder VARIOUS

Narrative Statement of Significance
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General Description

Set in the Lomas de San Germdn, a transitional zone between the Central
Mountain Range and the Lajas Valley, present-day San Germdn 1is the
administrative center of a municipality in southwestern Puerto Rico. These
hills drop abruptly towards the river plain of the Guanajibo River that flows
near the town’s northern edge. Beyond the valley, the peaks of the Central
Mountain Range are clearly visible, while to the south the view is of the hills
that separate the town from the wide Lajas Valley, which up to the 1870s was
part of the town’s jurisdiction. The terrain is hilly, and the attempts that
were made to create a grid-like pattern for the town’s layout had to be
modified to accommodate the difficulties inherent in the topography. Thus, the
city’s streets do not outline perfect squares or rectangles, nor do they have
a uniform width. The historic district comprises the center of the traditional
core of the town, bounded by the following streets: Luna (PR #102), Estrella,
Concepcidn, a section of Ramas and Javilla. The municipality has an area of
54.5 square miles and a population of 34,962 inhabitants of which 11.0%
approximately live in the ward of the urban center (US Census Report 1990: 189,
13) Of the four municipalities (Cabo Rojo, Hormigueros, San German and Lajas)
that comprise the southwestern corner of Puerto Rico, it is the third largest
in area. However, with a population of 3,802 inhabitants concentrated in the
central urban ward of the city. Of the four jurisdictions, it has the largest
urban population living in the town’s wards US Census Report 1990: 3, 7, 8 and
13).

The layout of the city presents an uneven grid-like pattern with the
streets oriented along the cardinal points of the compass. Its modern axis is
Luna Street (PR #102) which bisects the grid in an East-West direction. This
was the old road that linked the Villa to the adjacent town of S&bana Grande
and the city of Mayaglez. To the north, and roughly parallel to it, run the
other important streets of the urban core: Santiago Veve (formerly Comercio)
and Estrella Streets. Up to the middle of the 19th century, the latter were
the main borders of the city’s layout, since the town expanded southward once
the current of the Manzanares Creek was controlled by the construction of
vaulted storm sewers [NRIS 90000552] that were not completed until the 1850s.

The other main thoroughfares of the town run from North to South and
intersect the streets that run East-West at several points. These are -- from
West to East -- Concepcidn, Victoria, Esperanza, Cruz, Carro, Alfonso
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XII (half of this street, running north from Plazuela Santo Domingo was renamed
Ratl Mercado) and Ramas Streets. The roughly rectangular or square shaped
pattern formed by the streets that run East-West and those that run North-South
is subdivided by shorter streets that run due East. These are: Manzanares,
Ruiz Belvis and José Julian Acosta Streets. Finally, Javilla Street’s diagonal
is the edge of the old city core and ends in Luna Street, forming a triangular
pattern between it and Ramas Street, that is cut by Santiago Veve Street. This
area encloses most of the historical and noteworthy urban structures (see Map
no. 5).

There is no clear cut distinction between residential and other areas,
since they tend to blend together in the urban landscape, although in the past
most of the main commercial establishments were aligned along Luna, Santiago
Veve and Ruiz Belvis Streets, from Esperanza to Javilla Streets. San German
today has two main open spaces, which correspond to the Plaza Francisco Mariano
Quifiones or main plaza (bounded by Carro, José Julian Acosta, Ruiz Belvis and
Cruz Streets), and Plazuela de Santo Domingo (bounded by Carro, Santiago Veve,
Ramas and Ruiz Belvig Streets). The importance of these sites for the general
appearance of the district and the arrangement of the city’s layout cannot be
underestimated. In Latin American cities plazas served at least two functions.
The squares were focal points for the distribution of the urban space,
organizing the neighboring squares into a coherent and hierarchical whole. The
plazas were also the spaces around which social and political activities were
arranged. The commanding sites in the main square were reserved for the
buildings that represented the state and ecclesiastical authorities. Thus, the
parish church stands at the western limit of Plaza Francisco Mariano Quifiones
while the Alcaldia is located at the opposite end (see photos 19-21 and 24).
In the past, the open spaces also symbolically ordered social space and
reflected the social hierarchy that prevailed. Thus early city ordinances from
San Germdn reserve the spaces around the plazas for the "well-bred" inhabitants
and the spaces allotted to important activities such as commerce (Caro Costas:
1971, 46-47; for discussion of possible variations see Scobie: 1982, 359-362).

The rest of the built-up area is composed of residential and commercial
structures, intermixed with others of a public nature, such as schools, reli-
gious or cultural centers, and the old farmers market. As stated before, there
is no strict delimitation of the different areas within the heart of the old
city. Many residences are located above the areas that are used for commercial
or professional activities (offices for lawyers, accountants, dentists,
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doctors, cafeterias, retail establishments, etc.). On the other hand, those
structures that are strictly residential are most of the time located near or
bounded by buildings that have commercial, financial or public functions. This
clearly differentiates the proposed district from the newer areas of the city,
that are more specialized in function, as corresponds to the pattern of
suburban sprawl that has characterized Puerto Rico’s urban growth since the
1950s.

This plurality of functions, and its long period of continuous habitation
(See Section 8), make the historic district a mélange of widely differentiated
architectural styles. These range from examples of relatively early Spanish
Colonial architecture, such as DPorta Coeli Chapel (1606), to regional
adaptations of established architectural styles, such as: Neoclassic, Neo-
Gothic, Queen Anne, among others. Intermixed with some of these turn-of-the-
century structures, there are structures that reflect more recent stylistic
trends such as Spanish Revival and Art Deco, and structures of more recent
construction that, with few exceptions, are characterized by a non-descript
style. The district, in terms of architectural styles, is an eclectic one (see
Ills. 1-14).

Sixty-and-one-half percent of the buildings within the San Germén Historic
District are contributing resources; the remaining 34.5% are considered to be
noncontributing. Within the district, there are also three contributing sites
and one contributing structure [NRIS 90000552]. Approximately 50% of the
contributing resources were built between the 1860s and the 1920s, a period
that is characterized in Puerto Rico’s urban and architectural history as one
of intense development and experimentation (Jopling: 1988 and Rigau: 1992).
Most of these buildings are constructed of traditional materials, such as
masonry, brick and wood, while the early 20th century saw an increased use of
new materials, such as concrete, particularly since the earthquake of 1918 and
the severe hurricanes that occurred between 1899 and the 1930s, seem to have
discouraged the use of brick and wood (see Salivia: 1972, 242-305 and Schwartz:
1992, 303-334 for the hurricanes).

As mentioned above, about half of the San Germdn Historic District’s
contributing resources were constructed between the last half of the past
century and the first decades of the present century, the rest were built prior
to or near the end of World War II. The architectural vocabulary is very
ample, encompassing Vernacular expressions, as well as examples with varied
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eclectic influences. These later styles characterize some of the turn-of-the-
century and pre 1940s houses, and also influenced traditional vocabulary of
some of the Vernacular and Vernacular with Neoclassical influence structures
built during or after the 1890s (see Inventory).

Many of the distinguishing features of the district, in terms of style and
relationships between the buildings, are well represented in José Julidn Acosta
(Ills. 1-4), Ruiz Belvis (Ills. 5-7), Santiago Veve (Comercio) (Ills. 8-12) and
Esperanza Streets (Ill. 13) and the facades of the Parish Church and old
Alcaldia (Il1l. 14).

José Julidn Acosta Street has some good examples of buildings, others with
Classical influences, yet others more modern, such as the Carmen Rita Palmer
House and the Public Library (Ill. 1 and Inventory 150. Block 16 lot # 5 and
151. Block 16 lots # 6-7 respectively). At the corner with Cruz Street stands
Casa de las Bahr, with its main facade aligned with Plaza Francisco Mariano
Quifiones, one of the best examples of Vernacular mode in the town (see
Inventory 157. Block 18 Lot # 1, Photos 27 and 28, Ill. 3). Once the site of
the Casino, or cultural center, this recently remodeled building was con-
structed in 1871 by Juan Bardén Capriles and Nepomuceno Ramirez, two of the
best-known master builders of San Germédn. On this section of the street, the
only building that breaks with the prevailing rhythm is Teatro Sol (Inventory
159. Block 18 Lot # 3, Photo no. 29, Ill. 3), a former movie house designed in
an Art Deco language. Next to it is the Milton Irizarry House (Inventory 160.
Block 18 Lot # 4, Photo no. 30, Ill. 3), another fine example of Vernacular
architecture, which incorporated certain Victorian motifs, such as gingerbread
decorations on its upper floor balcony. This is also one of the few buildings
in the San Germédn Historic District that have a wooden herringbone facade on
the second story.

Like José Julian Acosta Street, Ruiz Belvis Street presents buildings
designed in the Vernacular, as well as other styles. The section of the street
seen in Illustrations 5 and 6 has two modern examples that retain the general
balance established by the height of the neighboring buildings. Going down the
street, towards the Plazuela de Santo Domingo, and on the corner with Ramas
Street, stands one of the foremost examples of High Victorian Gothic
architecture in San Germé&n, and also one of its most famous houses: the
Waldemar Morales House (Inventory 143. Block 22 Lot # 6, Photo no. 15). This
well preserved residence was designed in 1913 by the city’s foremost architect,
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Pedro Tomds Vivoni (1873-1959), who like other members of the turn-of-the-
century generation of Puerto Rican architects, studied in Europe. The house
features an L-shaped plan, with a tower-1like element, an irregular cross-gabled
roof, roof cresting, classical columns and stained-glass windows and doors.

As with his own residence -- Joffre Vivoni House at the corner of Concepcidn
and Luna Streets (Inventory 4. Block 36 Lot # 11, Photo no. 76) -- the
architect:

applied his French training to imported Victorian models and
reinterpreted them according to the site conditions and available
construction materials, ultimately rendering works of distinct local
flavor in spite of their obvious European or North American extrac-

tion.... Both houses line up against the street, yet their object-
like quality within the city’s texture seems to contradict the
traditional, dense-city strategy. In Dboth, the Victorian

architectural idiom is pursued, but the proportioning, detailing and
execution betray a local flavor. (Rigau: 1992, 66.)

Santiago Veve Street, between Esperanza and Carro Streets, further demon-
strates the pattern characteristic of what used to be the city’s main
commercial artery. Again, the Vernacular style with Neoclassical influence
predominates, intermixed with some modern examples (Ills. 8-11). As was usual,
buildings that had an exclusively commercial function were mixed with
wholly residential, or with buildings that possessed a mixed commercial-
residential use. One of these outstanding buildings is the Sucesidn Quifiones
House at the corner of Cruz and Santiago Veve Streets (Inventory 217. Block 30
Lot # 2, Photo no. 32, Ill. 9). This commercial-residential building, now
partially restored, was built around 1880 following a Vernacular with
Neoclassical influence idiom. It was constructed using traditional materials,
with a three-opening facade facing Cruz Street that also features overhanging
balconies, with wrought iron railings.

The Banco Central Building (Inventory 218. Block 40 Lot # 2, Photos nos.
51-52, I1ll. 9), which today also houses the cultural institution known as
Circulo de Recreo, and the Farmacia Dominguez (Inventory 117. Block 42 Lot #
1, Photos 53-55, Ill. 10), on opposite sides of the corner of Cruz and Santiago
Veve Streets, are also good examples of the architectural idiom that
predominates in these two city blocks. Both date from the 1870-1880 period and
were built with the traditional combination of materials: masonry, brick and
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wood. The first building was originally the site of the Hotel Central, while
the second one, which has been turned into a restaurant, still preserves much
of its drugstore memorabilia, such as the original gingerbread decorative
fixtures and pharmaceutical herb jars.

Following the pattern of Ruiz Belvis and José Julié&n Acosta Streets, the
section of Santiago Veve Street closest to the Plazuela de Santo Domingo
presents a more residential aspect, particularly, the area between Ramas and
Javilla Streets. Here, small Vernacular houses stand between two fine examples
of the city’s residential architecture (Il1l. 12). Near the corner of Javilla
Street stands the Jaime Acosta y Forés House [NRIS 90000767] (Inventory 137.
Block 46 Lot # 26, Photos 59-63), built in 1917 in a Vernacular style. Built
of wood on a concrete foundation, it has a rear service wing called a martillo
(hammer) , that gives it an L-shaped plan with an interior courtyard; its full
frontal balcony or verandah is in line with Santiago Veve Street, and its
corrugated metal hipped-roof features dormers. The interior depicts a unique
example of decoration: a mediopunto or grille with Corinthian columns and,
probably unique in Puerto Rico, Art Nouveau stenciled paintings adorning the
walls and ceilings of every room. This house definitively stands out from its
neighbors, a three story modern commercial building, and the two modest houses
that separate it from yet another elegant example of San German’s residential
architecture, the Ulises Gregory House (Inventory 133. Block 45 Lot # 3). This
building shows the Vernacular adaptation of Neoclassical elements. It was
constructed around 1915, using traditional materials. Its four-opening facade
is characterized by its wooden double doors with open-work transoms and
colorful stained glass; the full-length, arched balcony has paired columns,
wrought iron railings and a marble entrance stairway. Like many other houses
in San Germdn and other Puerto Rican urban cores, this superb house features
a mediopunto.

Current Condition of the District

The overall character of the core area has not suffered serious
alterations in terms of the layout of streets and the proportion of open public
spaces to built-up area. Furthermore, in terms of the architectural design,
although new structures have altered the physiognomy the area, enough buildings
remain to maintain its overall appearance, for they have not altered
significantly the pre-existing lines and patterns. The proposed district still
retains a large sample of the materials and workmanship that characterized the
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different styles of construction present within it. Finally, as was stated
above, the visual and spatial feeling derived from the urban core is still one
that presents coherence and architectural values unique to San Germdn.

There are, however, threats that might exist in the foreseeable future.
Therefore, the integrity of the district may be lost. Some of these are:
1) the destruction of existing structures because of neglect, age or replace-
ment by newer edifications -- this is particularly the case of structures that
are made of materials such as masonry, brick and wood; 2) destruction due to
the mutilation of features belonging to abandoned buildings; 3) shift towards
the outskirts of town of most government, commercial and residential functions.

Character of the District

As has been stated above, one of the features that distinctively mark the
district’s character is the fact that San Germdn is located on a series
of hills, which drop abruptly towards the Guanajibo River plain on its northern
boundary. This has not only contributed to the irregularities that are per-
ceived in its grid-like urban organization, but has also affected the
construction and height of its buildings, for they had to be adjusted to the
fairly steep incline of the streets, without abandoning their desire for an
appearance of proportion and elegance (see Illustrations and Photos). Finally,
the topographical features accentuate one of the traits that distinguish San
Germén, by helping to produce a general configuration that permits an uninter-
rupted view of the stunning natural surroundings, which as Hardoy suggests,
gave the residents a sense of being close to nature (Hardoy: 1975, pp. 318-19).
Facing North, the inhabitants of San German are treated daily to a wide panora-
ma which includes the river valley and the blue-hued mountains of the Central
Mountain range that run parallel to the city’s orientation; while, facing South
the view is toward the hills that form the boundary with the Lajas Valley.

The Plazas

Open public spaces are crucial to the urban character of the San German
Historic District, since they give coherence to the urban grid and present the
viewer an unencumbered view of some of the town’s most significant buildings.
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During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the city had two main open
spaces. One was the Plaza del Rey (Inventory 166. Block 13 lot #1), which
apparently extended from the Ermita de San Sebastidn (1782) to the limits of
the present El1 Bosque sector. One of the town’s notables, Dofia Francisca Silva
opposed construction on this site, but the pressure for more lots that resulted
from population growth, finally resulted in the urbanization of the area facing
Carniceria, Victoria, Esperanza and Concepcidén streets. The urbanization of
Luna Street, from the former Plaza del Mercado (Farmers’ Market) to the 0ld
Theater -- located at the corner of Concepcidédn and Luna Streets -- quickly
followed.

The other main open space was the Plaza Principal (Inventory 138. Block
19 lot # 1), which is still in its original location. Throughout the history
of San German it has been known by many names: Plaza Mayor, Plaza Principal,
Plaza Vendimia, Plaza Verduras, Plaza General Contreras, and today, Plaza
Francisco Mariano Quifiones. It seems that before the construction of the
Alcaldia in 1844, the Plaza was much larger and extended all the way to Porta
Coeli Chapel, whereas at present, the old Government Building and Carro Street
divide this area into two uneven open spaces. (See Maps nos. 2-3.)

The Plaza served a crucial commercial function for the small retailers of
produce gathered there for Sunday market. As part of the efforts to improve
the layout and urban landscape that characterized the second half of the 19th
century, the laying down of stone pavement for the square was approved in 1851,
and gas lighting was installed in 1860. José Marcial Quiflones, one of San
Germdn'’s outstanding 19th century figures and local historian, wrote that San
Germédn’s first Corregidor, Antonio Benito Padilla, was responsible for the
leveling of the Plaza and the repair work done on the streets and sidewalks
that surrounded it. Padilla would also be responsible for the erection of the
town’s first theater (Quifiones: 1978, 68-69). By 1890 the plaza had suffered
other alterations, perhaps the most important of which was the transference of
the Sunday market to the smaller Plazuela Santo Domingo, behind the Alcaldia
(See photo no. 9)

As a result of the modifications of the city’s plan, the two main open
spaces became three, since the Plazuela Santo Domingo (Inventory 103. Block 32-
33) took shape after the construction of the Alcaldia and Carro Street. This
small rectangular square was once part of the main plaza. During the late 19th
century it replaced the main square as the city’s Sunday market, and at the
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turn of the century, following the trend towards "the embellishment of the
public realm," it became one of those "meager open spaces with no paving or
planting [that] were refurbished as parks and plazas" (Rigau: 1992, p. 138).
The Plazuela became the tree and shrub-filled park which contrasted with the
plaza, each had "specific circulation patterns ... that constitute the backbone
of urban space in Puerto Rico at the turn of the century." The plazas were
usually reserved for public meetings and collective affairs, while places like
the Plazuela were devoted to "activities of a more individual nature...:
sitting on benches, strolling, reading, or simply relaxing" (Rigau: 1992,
138) .

Outstanding Public Structures

No description of the San Germdn Historic District’s urban fabric would
be complete without mentioning those public structures that, together with the
city’s open spaces, ordered the urban landscape. Like the traditional public
structures of other Puerto Rican cities and towns, the public buildings of San
German reflect the historical characteristics of 19th-century Spanish rule and
20th-century United States rule. The close relationship between the Catholic
Church and the State, that characterized most of the Spanish period, is seen
in the fact that the symbols of political and ecclesiastical authority dominate
one or more sides of the plazas. In the Plazuela Santo Domingo, the
outstanding building is the Chapel of the former Dominican Convent, while the
Cabildo and the Parish Church face each other across the main plaza, and the
Hospital de la Concepcidn and the Casa del Rey were constructed facing one side
of the former Plaza del Rey. In a sense, the same pattern prevailed during the
first decades of United States rule. Only this time, the desire seems to have
been to showcase the progress that was being showered on the new possession,
particularly in the sphere of education. Thus, public schools, designed in the
1920s and 1930s by a young generation of architects educated in the United
States and working for Department of the Interior in Puerto Rico, replaced some
of the symbols of the Spanish colonial past in key spaces facing one or more
of the open areas of the city, or occupying a whole city block (Rigau: 1992,
141-148) . 1In San Germdn, the Rafael Garcia Cabrera Public School (Inventory
237. Block 35 lot # 15, Photo no. 74), designed by Architect Rafael Carmoega,
replaced the old Casa del Rey.

THE PARISH CHURCH
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Although it is impossible to determine the original location of this
important building, for the period between the 16th and the 17th centuries
(Inventory 216. Block 105 lot # 1, Photos nos. 16-21, Ills. 2 and 14), the
present structure, built in 1842, 1is located on the west side of Plaza
Francisco Mariano Quifiones. The historical references available point to the
precarious existence of the original core of the town, and the overwhelmingly
rural nature of the town’s settled population -- as late as 1803, the Cabildo’s
notables did not 1live in the main town and preferred to live in their
estancias, haciendas or hatos. The materials of which the church was
constructed were as fragile as the town’s urban fabric. Spanish historian
Enriqueta Vila Vilar cites various descriptions of the settlement’s condition
during the first half of the 17th century. In one of them, the Bishop of the
Island wrote to the King that the town was inhabited by 100 vecinos who lived
in a wretched state and had a church made of straw, that was so dilapidated
that the Holy Sacrament could not be kept in it. Another description of
similar importance is attributed to Captain General Angleria, who reported that
the town had only 30 straw houses and that the best object found therein was
a bell that the neighbors kept hanging from a post, for when they had a church
(Vila Vilar: 1974, 25-26).

The situation must not have been better during the second half of the
century, which precisely coincided with one of Puerto Rico’s worst periods
under Spanish rule (Ldépez Cantos: 1975). By the 18th century, population
growth and increased economic activity, spurred by illicit trade with the sugar
islands of the non-Hispanic Caribbean, probably resulted in some urban growth.
This was mirrored by an improvement in the Parish Church structure. Still,
Abbad y Lasierra states that the town had:

a large square plaza and two streets that run towards the
Convent of Santo Domingo, that sits on top of a hill; the parish
church is very small and not appropriate to the luster and antiquity
of the Villa, facing the parish there is a good chapel dedicated to
Our Lady of Conception; in the street that leads to Santo Domingo
there is a very reduced hospital, and so poor, that it seldom
accommodates patients (Abbad: 1979, 139)

In 1785, at the time of Abbad y Lasierra’s writing, the church building
was made of wood, which partly explains its deterioration due to the tropical
weather. 1In 1805 it was in shambles, and repairs were ordered, which were not
concluded until 1813. During that time, religious services were held at the
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Ermita de San Sebastidn. The restoration seems to have been short-lived, since
an 1834 petition asked for construction of a temporary structure in the main
church’s atrium, because the Ermita could not accommodate all the parishioners
that attended Mass. The following year, it was suggested that Mass could also
be celebrated at the Convent of Santo Domingo.

In 1838, one of its shows presented by a visiting theatrical company was
destined to raise funds for the badly needed repairs. However, the more
spacious vaulted masonry would not be built until 1842, under the direction of
master mason Pascual Antongiorgi and master builder Martin Albertucci, while
craftsman, Tiburcio Espada, executed the work of the altars (V&lez Dejardin:
1983, 210 and Feliciano: 1976).

Until 1814, the city’s cemetery was located behind the building where the
parish house now stands. Because stray dogs were digging into the graves and
water coursed through the grounds when it rained, during that year it was
transferred to the El Bosque area, beyond the road that would eventually become
Luna Street (Vélez Dejardin, 211). During the cholera epidemic of 1856, a
special cemetery was established to bury the victims of the disease. The
cemetery at E1l Bosque was moved again in 1886 to the outskirts of the town, to
the location where the city’s cemetery is now located.

HOSPITAL DE LA CONCEPCION

Completed in 1842, the oldest wing of the Hospital de la Concepcidn is
located on the western edge of the district facing what was once the Plaza del
Rey. According to Ramirez de Arellano, the first building to harbor this
institution dated to 1606, the period of construction of the Porta Coeli
Convent. Its first location, however, is not really known. Ramirez suggests
that it occupied the place where the old Alcaldia now stands, and that it
rendered services in that location until 1804. However, Abbad y Lasierra
suggests that the structure was located on the street that led to the Convent.
This seems to be more attuned to Plee’s 1821 rendition of San Germdn, which
shows a large rectangle of open space uninterrupted by buildings stretching
from Porta Coeli to the Parish Church. Furthermore, archival documentation
contemporary to the sketch, apparently corroborates the urban plan suggested
by the French naturalist’s rough drawing. Since the building that housed the
Cabildo was somewhere on the north edge of the plaza (Vélez Dejardin, 210), it
is possible that the Hospital was located opposite the Cabildo, which would
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concur with Abbad y Lasierra’s description. Perhaps the Hospital was moved to
the place that the old Alcaldia now occupies sometime during the 1820s, when
its reconstruction and repair were addressed. Thus, there would be no
contradiction with the Cabildo suggesting in 1836, that the new Alcaldia be
relocated on the site that the Hospital occupied East of the church at the edge
of the plaza (Vélez Dejardin, 211).

Between the 1830s and 1850s, a period of rapid expansion, the need was
felt for a better location and a more solid structure to house the Hospital.
After several years of discussions, and search for the always scarce funds,
construction of a masonry structure was completed on April 9, 1842 and the
Hospital was transferred to its actual location (Vélez Dejardin, 210). This
site was probably chosen because of its proximity to the main road that led
from town; its location on a hill, which according to the medical precepts of
the time, allowed the breezes to diffuse the elements of contagion; and
finally, its location in what were then the outskirts of the city, which aided
in the quarantine of dangerous cases, and was probably also required by the
then current ideas of urban planning (for a good overview of the European
scene, see Ragon: 1971; for Spain and Puerto Rico, see Rigau: 1986, 1992; for
the importance given in the 19th century to heights as a source of comfort and
health, see Scobie: 1982, 362).

THE ERMITA DE SAN SEBASTIAN

This small chapel honoring Saint Sebastian is located on what was the
northern limits of Plaza del Rey, and was the nucleus of the houses which were
built on this high part of the Historic District (Inventory 165. Block 2 lot
# 10, Photo no. 72). It was built in 1782, at a time when there was little
urban development in that part of town. During the latter decades of the 18th
century, and until the erection of the Parish Church in the 1840s, it often
doubled as parish church. There seems to be no evidence related to the
materials originally used in its construction; the existing structure is made
of masonry and has been incorporated into the building of Colegio San José. It
is probable that it was made of a lasting material, for many of its most
devoted patrons belonged to the wealthier families of the city.

According to José Marcial Quifiones (1978, 158), in the 1870s Bishop Puig
suggested the establishment of a school in San Germdn, with the monies
resulting from the annuities of the Hospital de la Concepcidn. Quifiones and
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others became interested in the idea and proposed to fund the project with
twenty-three thousand pesos they held in slave cédulas (bonds that the Spanish
authorities issued the former slave owners, to legally compensate them in
1873), since they had lost all hope of redeeming them. The subscribers
proposed to establish the school in the place occupied by the Ermita de San
Sebastidn. The Bishop, however, did not want to compromise himself with the
proponents of the scheme, and the school was established with funds from the
Hospital as originally proposed by the prelate.

The first religious order to take charge of the school were<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>